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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

Minutes of the Billinge Chapel End Parish Full Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 16th February 2026 at 7:30pm 
at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge, WN5 7PE.

Present Cllr Frank Gill (Chairman), Malcom Webster (Vice Chair), Cllr Bill Bradbury, Cllr Bill Bates,
Cllr Sarah Jennings, Cllr Jeremey Barnes, Cllr Colin Betts, Cllr S Rahman, Cllr F Gill
Karen Newton - Clerk 
1 Resident

1. Apologies for absence 
No Apologies received

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
No declarations of interest were made, and no requests for dispensations were received.

3. Minutes
Resolved: That the minutes of the Estimates Committee and Full Council Meeting held on Monday 19th January 2025 be approved as a true and accurate record.
Proposed by: Councillor Bill Bates, Seconded by: Councillor Sue Rahman.

4. Public Participation 
The Council received matters raised by residents. The period for public participation was held at the Chairman’s discretion in accordance with Standing Orders.

A resident of St Mary’s Avenue has raised concerns that, despite paying one of the highest levels of council tax, the condition of the road is extremely poor. They have highlighted significant potholes and lifting along the centre of the carriageway, which they feel requires urgent attention.
Action: The Clerk will write to Highways on behalf of the resident. Cllr Colin Betts will take photographs of the affected area and raise the matter with St Helens Council in his capacity as Ward Councillor. reference: 6484-1852-4445-3922

Resident and Councillors reported an issue of overhanging trees on the highway on Gorsy Brow.
Action Clerk to write to St Helens Council to serve notice on resident. (reference: 5231-8283-9152-8051)

5. Community Broadsheet / Monthly Communication Document
Members considered introducing a monthly community communication document, like that used in Arnside, to share details of local events, activities and groups.
Resolved: To explore creating an allocated section on the Council website to host a monthly community update, with further discussion on implementation and support at a future meeting.

6. Planning
Members noted that there were no new planning applications for consideration. No comments were submitted to St Helens Council.

7. Finance & Governance 
7.1 Payment Schedule – January 2026
7.2 Bank Reconciliations – January 2026
7.3 Payment Schedule – February 2026
7.4 Publication of Items over £100 – January 2026Resolved: The above were approved and authorised by Cllr Fiona Gill and Cllr Bill Bradbury

8. Internal Audit – Letter of Engagement 2025/26
The Council received the Internal Auditor’s Letter of Engagement for the financial year ending 31 March 2026, outlining the audit scope, timescales, and the agreed fee of £300, payable within 28 days of completion. The audit will be completed within seven days of receiving all required documentation.
Resolved: That the Council notes and accepts the Internal Auditor’s Letter of Engagement for 2025/26.

9. Public Hall Reading Room
Members received an update on the Public Hall Reading Room. Architectural drawings and supporting information have been submitted to building control. The Council is awaiting drawings from the structural engineer before final submission.

10. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
Members received and considered updates from Councillors representing the Council on committees, working groups, and outside bodies.

Damm Slacks Play area – Action: Clerk to check on the email already set to St Helens Council regarding the clean up and tree cutting in the area.

11. Reports Back from Local Groups
Members considered the following matters raised by the Billinge Residents Group:
· Dedicated space for residents’ awards: The two noticeboards previously used by the music group will now be available for residents’ awards.
· Lighting on School Brow: Particularly along the cobbled section with a bollard, which may pose a trip hazard. Action: Clerk to report to St Helens Council lighting team
      (reference: 9163-4985-9098-7875) 
· Planters outside village shops: Review of spacing from the kerb to ensure compliance with highways regulations. Cllr Jennings has inspected the planters, and they were not for concern.
· Dog waste bin – Rainford Road: Members noted the update on its replacement. Action: Clerk will write to St Helens Council.
12. Broadband & Digital Line Renewal
Members noted the renewal of the current broadband and digital line service. A proposal to switch to a 5G router to reduce costs, including consideration of whether the existing phone number is required, was discussed. Action: Clerk to gather further information.

13. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
Members noted that no Police Report or other correspondence had been received for this meeting.

14. Feedback for the community Engagement Event
Members received and noted feedback from the recent Community Engagement Event. Feedback was very positive, and the event was considered excellent. Members also discussed any learning points to inform future engagement activities.

15. Website Uploading Assistance
Members considered assistance from a Councillor with uploading documents, such as newsletters or meeting papers, to the Parish Council website. Resolved: Deferred until required.

16. Date and Time of Next Meetings
Members confirmed that the next meeting will be held on Monday 16th March 2026.

Meeting Closed 9pm


Signed:                                                                                                             Date 16/03/2026


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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